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the death of Othman, which Ali had declined as impolitic, and
were accompanied and encouraged by his constant enemy
Ayesha, whose influence appears rfrom her title of Mother of
the Faithful. At the head of 20,00*0 of his faithful Araks, and
9000 auxiliaries from Oufa, the Khalif defeated their superior
numbers under the walls of Bassora. In this first battle,
which stained the arms of the Moslem with their brothers'
blood, both leaders were slain, and the widow of the prophet
was honourably dismissed to his tomb; but, she still nourished
her hatred of the family of Fatima, and, on the death'of her
son Hassan, forbade his burial near his grandfather, as the
ground was her property. After this victory, called, from the
animal that carried Ayesha's litter, " The Day of the Camel,"
Air marched against Moawiyah, a more formidable enemy,
who had assumed the dignity of Khalif, and was supported
by the forces of Syria and the partisans of the house of
Omniiyah, of which he was the head. 'On the plain of
Siffin, extending along the western bank of the Euphrates,
these competitors waged for a season a desultory war,* in which
the lawful sovereign exhibited his superiority in humanity, as
well as in valour. His troops were strictly enjoined to wait
the onset, to spare their flying brethren, and to respect the
bodies of the slain and the chastity of the female captives.
He generously, to spare bloodshed, proposed a single combat;
but this being declined, the impetuosity of his charge broke
the ranks of the Syrians. Wielding his ponderous irresistible,
two-edged sword, he shouted, whenever he smote a rebel, '
"God is great;" and Moawiyah was even meditating flight
when victory was snatched from Ali by the device of Amru.
On his suggestion, Moawiyah exposed copies of the Koran on
the foremost lances, calling out that the Book ought to decide
their differences. The stratagem was successful, for All's
soldiers laid down their arms, and were deaf to the remon-
strances of their commander, who,.in consequence, returned in
grief and indignation to Cufa. A proposed arbitration failed;
and Ali was about to transfer the war to Syria, when his
career was suddenly and disastrously closed. Three entlmsi-